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Task of the Church/Discipline of the Unruly    Jose Francis Martinez                                                 Lecture 3
Title: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts – Rom 16

Purpose: To expound one of the key texts on church discipline – Rom 16 

Introduction

1. In our studies of biblical church discipline, we have already considered Introductory Perspectives, and we are currently considering Part 1: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts on Church Discipline. In our previous lecture, we considered the first text – Mat 18. Now, we move to consider the second – Romans 16:17-20 (READ)
2. As we consider this passage, we shall do so under five headings.
Trans:
First, let us consider...

I.
THE PERSONS ENVISIONED

A.
The persons envisioned in this passage are described in v 17 (READ) as “those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you have learned”.
B.
Let us consider the first part of the description v 17 – “those who cause dissensions...contrary to the teachings you have learned.”

1.
The word translated “dissensions” dicostasi,aj is literally “a standing apart” – Louw-Nida Lex: “division into opposing groups, generally two – divisions, discord... In some languages the equivalent of ‘causing divisions’ is literally ‘to cause two groups in place of one’...to cause people to think of one another as enemies.” 
2.
There are divisions that are not contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings. 
a.
Mt 10:34-37 (READ). Do you see what Jesus is saying? Allegiance to Him must be supreme. And in the world where Jesus came, some will believe and follow Him and others will not. Now, this will create a division. The sword of division will divide those who follow Jesus and those who will not. We see the same thought in Mt 12:30 (READ).  
b.
The Apostle Paul says the same thing in 2Cor 6:14-18 (READ – “bound” or “unequally yoke” – “we are the temple of God” – the church). Here Paul is dealing primarily with the membership of the church. Believers are to avoid being unequally yoke with unbelievers. For how can there be agreement and harmony in a church composed of believers and unbelievers. There can never be. It is like putting one yoke on a cow and a horse! It would not be viable. Therefore, quoting the OT, Paul urges the Corinth Christians to be separate from unbelievers. The membership of the church must consist only of have a credible profession of faith in Christ. 
3.
However, there are also divisions that are also contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings, contrary to the teachings Christians have learned. And what are those divisions? 
a.
First, there are divisions caused by a lack of gracious disposition – Eph 4:1-3 (READ). This gracious disposition is essential to the preserving of Christian unity. The absence of this gracious disposition leads to the disruption of Christian unity. 
b.
Second, there are divisions caused by error or false teachings – Eph 4:11-16 (READ). For Paul, what is it that will preserve and promote the unity of God’s people in the faith? The truth. Error and false teachings divide. It is for that reason that the exalted Christ has given ministers of His word to teach His people that truth, and, therefore, equip them for service.  The more we think biblically, then the more united we will become. Unbiblical ideas and beliefs are the ones that will divide us. 

4.
In our passage in Romans, Paul refers to “those who cause divisions...contrary to the teachings” believers have learned. That, therefore, refers to those who cause divisions either because they lack a gracious disposition or because they are teaching and promoting erroneous or false teachings or both.
C.
But that leads us to the second part of the description v 17 – “those who cause...hindrances, contrary to the teachings you have learned.”
1.
The word translated “ hindrances” ska,ndala is literally“ stumblings ”. It is the same word used in Mt 18:7 (READ). The word literally refers to deathtraps of animals. Figuratively, it refers to occasions of sin. 

2.
Now, there are stumblings blocks that are not contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings. 

a.
A clear example is the preaching of the message of the cross. 1Cor 1:22-24 (READ). The preaching of the message of the cross is a stumbling block to the Jews. It became the occasion of their fall and ruin. And why? Not because there is anything wrong about the gospel - it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. So why did that message of the cross become an occasion of the fall and ruin of the Jews? Because of their unbelief. 
b.
This indicates that not all stumbling blocks are contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings. We must proclaim and implement the truth even if that becomes an occasion for other to react in a sinful way. Just because a person may react sinfully when you do your duty to rebuke him or her even in a gracious way does not mean that you are, therefore, not to rebuke that person. Your rebuking has become an occasion for his sinful reaction, a cause of stumbling; but what you did was not contrary to Christ and apostolic teaching. 
3.
However, there are also many stumblings blocks that are contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings.

a.
That is what the Lord Jesus refers to in Mt 18:7 “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes.”
b.
We have a classic example of that in Rom 14 and which more clearly expounded in 1Cor 8:9-13 (READ). There are many other stumblings blocks that are contrary to Christ and apostolic teaching; but this is one of them. 

D.
So by way of summary, the persons envisioned in Rom 16 are schismatic persons, those who cause divisions and stumbling blocks that are contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings. 
Trans:
Now, what does the Holy Spirit through Paul say about what to do with persons who are like that? Having considered the persons – envisioned, let us consider secondly...

II.
THE ACTIONS URGED & COMMANDED
A.
The action the church is urged to do is stated in v 17 (READ) - “keep an eye”. 
1.
This phrase “keep an eye” comes from one Greek word skopei/n from skope,w. This word has been variously translated because it has a wide range of meaning in Scriptures. It has been translated as “watch out for” or “look out for”, ‘be on your guard concerning” or “be watchful of”, “take note of” or “mark”.  
2.
Although the precise shade of meaning of the word used here is difficult to determine, the basic idea in the light of the context is clear. The basic idea is that the church is not to be oblivious or unaware of people who are schismatic. They are real. They do exist. They can do much harm. Therefore, the church is to keep a careful watch of people who are like that, identify them for who they and what they do. 
B.
Moreover, the action the church is commanded to do is found in v 17 (READ last statement) – “turn away from them”.   
1. This is an imperative. This is a command. That means that church’s members are to avoid those who cause dissensions and stumblings that are contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings. We are not to come under their influence. We are to keep our distance from them. 
2. If they call you up, tell them that you cannot talk to them. If they send you a letter, do not read it. If they knock at your door, tell them that you cannot really entertain them, especially if what they want to talk about are contrary to Christ and apostolic teachings.
Trans:  And why? Having considered the persons-envisioned, the actions – urged and commanded, let us now consider....

III.
THE REASONS GIVEN
A.
The first is stated in V 18a (READ).
1.
And this means that although these people profess that they are servants of Christ, in reality they are not. They are idolaters. Their god is their own appetites or literally belly. They are not really concern of Christ and His people; they are concern only of themselves. 
2.
John Murray: “They are said to serve ‘their own belly’. This characterization need not refer, however, to preoccupation with sensuous appetites [like food or any bodily appetite – JFM]. It may express the notion of self-service in contrast with the service of the Lord Christ.” Hendriksen: “Does ‘their own bellies’ necessarily mean that these disturbers are all libertines, sensualists? Probably not, for in that case the warning would be directed against only to one kind of troublemakers. The real meaning is therefore, probably, ‘self-servers of any description, people who are slaves of their own ego’ [or self- JFM]”. 
3.
In other words, these people are not really lovers of God but lovers of self. They only have their own interest in mind, not of Christ and of others. 
4.
We have basically the same description found in Phil 3:18-19 (READ) - “appetite” or belly. They are not really servants of Christ but only of their own selves.
B.
Closely related to that reason is another given in V 18b (READ)

1.
Smooth and flattering speech is the means by which these men deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. They are subtle manipulators of God’s people. They can say all sort of nice things about you – that you are not like the rest, you are mature enough, that you are strong enough to handle matters others cannot, that you do not have to conscientiously follow the directives of Scriptures, and that you can think and weight matters impartially by yourself without the help of others, etc. And by this smooth and flattering speech they will deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

2.
Remember Eve. She knew that what the devil told her was contrary to what God said. But the devil, in effect, was saying, “You do not have to listen to God. You cannot just blindly believe and obey everything He says is you ought to believe and obey.  You are capable of making your own sober and wise judgment. Eating the fruit of this tree in the middle of the garden will not lead to death. God does not just want you to reach your full potential” Now, Eve did not suspect the devil of lying. Therefore, instead of turning away from him, she listened and weight what the devil told her. And because she did not turn away, she was deceived. Gen 3:2-6 (READ).  

3.
Thus Paul says to the Christians in Rome. Avoid people who are like that. Do not let them become part of your congregation, or if they are among you who are like that, avoid them. Turn away from them.
C.
Then there is another reason Paul gives for watching and avoiding schismatic persons - Vv 19-20 (READ).
1.
God has given the church in Rome a high profile. They have gained a good reputation of being obedient to all of God’s people. And Paul is rejoicing over that reality. They can do much good for the people of God. And Paul does not want them destroyed or ruined. 
2.
Therefore, he urges them to be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil. They do not have to listen to what schismatic persons have to say. It might only defile them and poison them. But that sounds like censorship? Well, yes it is. But is it a biblical kind of censorship. 
3.
Never forget Pro 16:28 (READ) “A preserve man spreads strife, and a slanderer [or whisperer] separates intimate friends.” Some people are so skilled in manipulating others that they can alienate even intimate friends. They are alienate you from God and His word; they can alienate you from the people of God. Therefore, Paul say, stay away from schismatic persons.  
Trans: Then notice fourthly, in the passage....
IV.
THE ENCOURAGEMENT GIVEN

A.
Note v 20 (READ).
B.
EBCNT: “Perhaps the mention of "what is evil" leads Paul to think of the instigator of it, namely, Satan, and of the One who blocks his efforts and will thwart his hoped-for triumph. God is the God of peace (cf. 15:33; Philippians 4:9; 1Thess 5:23), who is concerned to preserve harmony among his people and protect them from divisive influences. He is able to defeat the adversary who delights to sow discord among Christians. Though Paul's statement in v. 20 has often been taken as a reference to the Second Advent, it is doubtful that this is the intent. "Paul means ... not that the victory will be near, but that it will be speedily gained, once the conflict is begun. When the believer fights with the armour of God (Eph VI), the conflict is never long. Victory will result from two factors, the one divine (God shall bruise), the other human (under your feet). God communicates strength; but it passes through the man who accepts and uses it" (Godet, in loc.). The word "crush" suggests that Paul has in mind the "promise" of Genesis 3:15 as the background for his statement.”
Trans:
That leads us to our final point...

V.
A
PRACTICAL QUESTION RAISED AND ANSWERED

A. And the practical question is this, “How do we know, whether or not, a person is schismatic, that he or she is the kind of person described in Rom 16:17? 
1. Now, Paul does not address this question in Rom 16. He must have assumed that these Roman Christians know enough of biblical principles that they would enabled them to implement his directive biblically. And this is in line with what Paul says about them earlier in Rom 15:14 (READ). However, that is not something we can assume all Christians in churches know. Therefore, we have to address that question. 
2. Moreover, that question is also a very good and important question. For the Lord Jesus says in Mt 7:1-2, “Do not judge so that you will not be judged. For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by the standard of your measure it will be measured to you.” And by that Jesus is not saying that Christians are never to judge but that they are not to be judgmental.  And being judgmental means making unloving, unwarranted, and unrighteous judgments. Also in John 7:24, the Lord Jesus says, “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” People see someone doing something, and without really seeking to know all the facts they need to make a right judgment, they make quick and unloving judgments, and tell others about it. Now, that judgment is unrighteous and the Lord said we must avoid it. 

B.
 So what is the answer to that question? 
1.
We will find the answer later in our exposition of Tit 3:10-11, and you have to be patient for now. 
2.
But sufficed to say for now that some due process will have to be followed before judging a person schismatic. You have to assume a person innocent until proven guilty. But once he is judged as schismatic, then the members must turn away from him and her. Schismatic persons must not be allowed to let their influence spread like poison and gangrene in the church. 
3.
Failure to implement the apostolic directive will give Satan an opportunity to destroy the church.
